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Meanwhile, the war rages on
Remade from murderer to martyr, 
Zarqawi will keep inspiring violence

O P I N I O N S

BY RICHARD A. CLARKE

Myths about the life and death of Ahmed 
al Khalaylah, the man known as Zar-
qawi, are rampant, and the Bush ad-

ministration is responsible for much of the 
confusion.
n Myth One: The President, in a Rose Gar-
den event yesterday, announced the death of 
“the operational commander of the terrorist 
movement in Iraq.” Actually, there is no one 
operational commander of the insurgency. 
Zarqawi commanded only one small organi-
zation, “Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia.” He had 
several hundred insurgents, almost all for-
eigners — whereas U.S. military estimates 
of the insurgency range between 20,000 and 
40,000, almost all Iraqis. 

There are more than a dozen Iraqi insur-
gent groups, all larger than Zarqawi’s band. 
Yet Zarqawi was the only name of an insur-
gent leader ever mentioned by President 
Bush, Vice President Cheney and Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. For obvious 
reasons, Zarqawi’s own publicity machine 
played along. 
n Myth Two: Zarqawi’s presence in Iraq pri-

or to the U.S. invasion proved a link be-
tween Al Qaeda and the Sad-

dam Hussein regime. The 
truth is that Zarqawi 

was not part of 
Al Qaeda until 

well after the 
war began. 

Only after the U.S. invasion did Zarqawi 
rename his group as an Al Qaeda affi liate. 
Only in October 2004 did Zarqawi offer his 
loyalty to Osama Bin Laden.
n Myth Three: The death of Zarqawi will sig-
nifi cantly set back the insurgency. Remem-
ber, we were also told that the death of Uday 
and Qusay Hussein would weaken the insur-
gency. When Saddam was captured, many 
speculated that his arrest would diminish 
the fi ghting. Almost exactly one year ago, 
Cheney said that the insurgency was “in the 
last throes.” 

Since those events and statements, the rate 
of insurgent attacks and the casualties from 
those attacks have steadily increased and are 
now at an all-time high.
n Myth Four: The fact that the U.S. and Iraqi 
forces located and killed Zarqawi demon-
strates the growing ability of the coalition 
forces. But Zarqawi eluded capture for more 
than three years. And his ability to survive for 
that long while launching many successful 
attacks demonstrates the lack of Iraqi pop-
ular support for the coalition. That lack of 
support was underlined by a Pentagon doc-
ument released this week showing that only 
26% of Iraqis recently polled indicated that 
they were better off now than they were un-
der Saddam Hussein. 

The insurgency in Iraq should not be un-
derstood as some group of terrorist organiza-
tions that existed prior to our invasion. Rath-
er, what has been going on now for over three 
years is best thought of as two separate phe-
nomena. First, large numbers of Iraqis are re-
acting to what they perceive as the occupa-
tion of their country by the United States. 
Second, much of the fi ghting in Iraq is now a 
confl ict between two branches of Islam, Shia 
and Sunni. 

Although we rightly celebrate Zarqawi’s 
death, it will not stop Iraqi Shia and Iraqi 
Sunni from murdering each other. 

Nor will it change the fact that U.S. com-
bat troops may be fueling the growing fi re. 

Clarke served in the White House un-
der three Presidents and was counterter-
rorism adviser on the National Security 

Council on Sept. 11, 2001. He is the au-
thor of “Against All Enemies.”

U.S. faces bigger insurgent threats, 
says ex-White House terror czar

 BY NIR ROSEN

While the long overdue death of Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi, the “sheikh of the 
slaughterers,” is hailed as a “good 

omen” by the American ambassador to Iraq, 
it is likely that conditions in Iraq will contin-
ue to worsen. Knowing who this man was 
and why he fought are key to understand-
ing why.

Zarqawi was the most famous but not the 
most important fi ghter committed to defeat-
ing the American coalition and its Shia al-
lies in Iraq. His martyrdom will mytholo-
gize him in a way that his arrest would have 
shamed him.

As a young man growing up in Jordan, 
he was a tattooed thug known for alcohol-
induced brawling. Inspired by the men who 
were returning home from the anti-Soviet ji-
had in Afghanistan, Zarqawi made his way 
there, receiving both martial training and ed-
ucation in the ideology of jihad. 

He returned to Jordan intent on over-
throwing the monarchy, but quickly land-
ed in jail. It was in prison where his star 
rose. Zarqawi organized both other aspir-
ing jihadis and ordinary criminals from Jor-
dan’s underworld and led them, defying the 
prison authorities. He was released in  1999 
and set out for Afghanistan, where he found 
both Osama Bin Laden and the Taliban too 
moderate for his tastes. He set up a camp 
in western Afghanistan, then, after the 9/11 
attacks, abandoned it for the autonomous 
Kurdish region of Iraq.

Zarqawi must have been surprised when, 
in February 2004, Colin Powell mentioned his 
name at the United Nations, claiming he was 
the link between Al Qaeda, to whom Zarqa-
wi did not belong, and Saddam’s regime, with 
whom Zarqawi had no relationship.

Zarqawi made his way  south, deeper into 
Iraq from Kurdistan, only after the Ameri-
cans removed Saddam. He rallied foreign 
fi ghters who had come in from Syria and 
Jordan before the war and called on his 
friends in Jordan to join him in attacking 
both Americans and Shias. 

But — and this is crucial — Shias were 
Zarqawi’s favorite target. His ideology, 
known as Salafi  Jihadism, views them as 
infi dels, apostates and polytheists, worse 

even than the Christians and Jews, deserv-
ing only death.

Unlike the majority of the Iraqi-led in-
surgency, Zarqawi was not fi ghting to free 
Iraq from the American occupier. He was 
fi ghting a cosmic battle against all the per-
ceived enemies of Islam that would end 
when an Islamic emirate was reestab-
lished, or in Judgment Day. 

And so, with Zarqawi doing everything 
in his power to spark confl ict by attacking 
Shia civilians — and welcoming the retribu-
tion against Sunnis — the war among Iraq-
is escalated. 

Through it all, nobody has done more for 
Zarqawi’s reputation than the Americans 
themselves. The  Americans sought to deny 
there was an Iraqi-dominated resistance to 
the occupation and attributed the attacks  to 
foreign fi ghters like Zarqawi. That made him 
a hero to aspiring jihadis throughout the Arab 
world, who have fl ocked to join his cause or at 
least sent money. 

Zarqawi’s fi nal legacy is the civil war he 
helped spark. Expect to see a new group in 
Iraq, named after Zarqawi, claiming re-
sponsibility for major attacks against a 
Shia leader or large numbers of Shia 
civilians. Zarqawi’s war will not stop 
with his death.

Rosen, a journalist who has spent 
two years in  Iraq since the fall 
of Saddam , is author of “In 
the Belly of the 
Green Bird .”

WILLIAM BRAMHALL

ON POLITICS BY CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER

Settle gay marriage debate the democratic way
On Wednesday, the Senate fell 18 votes short of the

two-thirds majority required to pass a constitution-
al amendment banning gay marriage. The main-

stream media joined Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) in
calling the entire debate a distraction from the nation’s
business and a wedge with which to divide Americans.

Since the main business of Congress is to devise ever
more ingenious ways to waste taxpayers’ money, any dis-
traction from the main business is welcome. As for divid-
ing Americans, who came up with the idea of radically al-
tering the most ancient of all social institutions in the
first place? Until the last few years, every civilization
known to man has defined marriage as between people
of opposite sex.

Partisanship and dimwittedness obscured the rather
interesting substance of the recent Senate debate. It re-
volved around the two possible grounds for the so-
called Marriage Protection Amendment: federalism and
popular sovereignty.

Federalism. When one state, such as Massachusetts,
adopts gay marriage, the Full Faith and Credit Clause of

the Constitution might reasonably be applied to require
other states to recognize such marriages, and thus essen-
tially force it upon the rest of the nation. Federalism,
however, is meant to allow states the autonomy of social
experimentation (as with Oregon’s legalization of assist-
ed suicide) from which other states can learn.

It is not intended to force other states to follow.
Should the Defense of Marriage Act be overturned,

that would justify a constitutional amendment to pre-
vent one state from imposing its will on the other 49. But
it has not been overturned. And under the current Su-
preme Court, it is unlikely to be. The Marriage Protec-
tion Amendment is therefore superfluous.

That leaves justification No. 2:
Popular sovereignty. Gay marriage is a legitimate so-

cial issue to be decided democratically. The problem is
that imperial judges are legislating their own personal
preferences, striking down popular will and calling it
constitutional law. Most notoriously, in Massachusetts a
total of four judges out of seven decided that the time
had come for gay marriage. More recently, in Georgia

and Nebraska, judges have overturned anti-gay-mar-
riage (state) constitutional amendments that had passed
with more than 70% of the vote.

This is a rerun of the abortion fiasco: judicial fiat that
decades later leaves the issue roilingly unsettled and di-
visive. This is no way to set social policy in a democracy.
So why not have a federal constitutional amendment
and smite the arrogant solons of Massachusetts, Nebras-
ka and Georgia, and those yet to come, all at once?

Because it is an odd solution for a popular-sovereignty
problem to take the gay marriage issue completely out
of the hands of the people. Once the constitutional
amendment is passed, should the current ethos about
gay marriage change, no people in any state could ever
permit gay marriage.

The solution to judicial overreaching is to change the
judiciary, not to undo every act of judicial arrogance
with a policy-specific constitutional amendment.

There is no need (yet) to disfigure the U.S. Constitu-
tion with a policy amendment.

letters@charleskrauthammer.com
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BY HANK GOLA
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

IN THE MIDDLE of his most frustrating sea-
son, Billy Andrade may have found some of
the old magic at a familiar, friendly place.

It has been six years since Andrade’s last
PGA Tour win and 15 years since he picked
up his second career victory at Westchester
Country Club. Yesterday, however, the
42-year-old from Rhode Island put together
a 5-under round of 66 to tie David Howell
for second place at the Barclays Classic, a
stroke behind first-round leader Adam
Scott.

In a year when he has finished no higher
than a tie for 20th in his first event, it has to
be a high point.

“It’s been a very frustrating season for
me. I’ve played well and my results have
been horrible,” he explained. “It’s really

tough on the mind when you feel like you’re
so close but then again, you’re not seeing
any results.”

Andrade said his frustration was “epito-
mized” by Monday’s U.S. Open Sectional
Qualifier at Canoe Brook Country Club,
where he just missed the playoff. Putting, he
said, “killed” him as it has “all year.”

“I hit 31 greens and I missed by one,” he
said. “That was kind of the straw. So coming
in here, (there were) not a whole lot of ex-
pectations. Today was a nice putting round.
Like everybody, when you’re putting, you’re
competing and when you’re not, you can’t
compete. It’s a frustrating process when you
can’t get the ball in the hole. And I’ve always
been a great putter my whole career. I must
have taken it for granted.”

Andrade took advantage of the lift, lean
and place rules for a bogey-free round with
five birdies. He had a chance to tie Scott on

18 but missed a six-foot putt that he struck
well.

Scott, meanwhile, rolled in a 20-footer on
17 and a 25-footer on 18. He had already
holed out from 99 yards for an eagle on the
par-4 seventh and chipped in for birdie on
12.

With three Top 5 finishes in a row, Scott,
the eighth-ranked player in the world,
seems to be gearing up for the U.S. Open
next week at Winged Foot.

MICK OF TIME: Phil Mickelson said he
was happy with his 1-under round and that
he feels his ball-striking “coming on” as he
looks toward Winged Foot. . . . Jim Furyk
pulled out of the tournament with a bad
back, which he said he injured while brush-
ing his teeth. . . . Sergio Garcia came here
looking for his game at a place where he has
won twice, but his woes continued with a
2-over par 73 and a tie for 93rd.

Andrade back with bang

AP

Billy Andrade hits stride at
scene of past success.

BY PETER BOTTE
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

FROM THE NHL’S leading exiles to leaders of the new
Isles, Neil Smith, the Islanders’ new GM, and Ted Nolan,
their latest coach, have a great deal in common beyond
their brief time spent together in the Detroit organization
in the late 1980s.

For one, in what even Smith acknowledged as an “unor-
thodox” organizational structure, both will report directly
to owner Charles Wang, who emerged from his “arduous
and exhausting” five-month search to fill two jobs leaving
little doubt that his hands-on approach to the Islanders

has come to resemble vintage-day George Steinbrenner
— this from the man who needed to consult “Hockey for
Dummies” when he purchased the team in 2000.

“Make no mistake, as I said on Jan. 12 (when coach
Steve Stirling was fired and GM Mike Milbury resigned),
I did all of the interviewing, I made all of the hires, and all
of these esteemed gentlemen will report to me,” Wang
said. “This is, after all, my team. And this is my staff.”

In addition to Smith, the architect of the Rangers’ 1994
championship team who’d been out of the NHL since be-
ing fired in 2000, and Nolan, who has stated he believed
he had been labeled a “GM killer” and blacklisted after
winning coach of the year honors with Buffalo in 1997,
Wang has rounded out his “board of directors” with two
Hall of Famers and Isles legends. Bryan Trottier was
hired last week as executive director of player develop-
ment, while Pat LaFontaine will serve as a special adviser
to Wang after pushing hard for Nolan, whom he played
for in Buffalo, and Smith, whom he finished his career un-
der in New York, to be hired.

Said Smith, 51, who started his executive career as an
Isles scout during their dynasty years: “It’s because of the
Islanders that I was able to make a championship team
(with the Rangers),” he said yesterday. “It was these guys
that showed me what winning is really all about and how
to win. So I’m thrilled to be back where I started.”

Nolan, 47, also is “elated” to have an NHL job after
nine years on the outside despite winning 40 games and
the Jack Adams Trophy in 1997 before losing a power
struggle with then-Buffalo GM John Muckler. Nolan
didn’t get into specifics yesterday, but he told the Toronto
Sun in 2001 that he was “deeply hurt” by the wild stories
associated with his firing and his inability to land another
NHL job until he was offered this one. “I’ve heard all the
stuff,” Nolan said in 2001. “Yeah, that I got drunk and
missed four days of practice, to having an affair with
(former Sabres goalie) Dominik Hasek’s wife. Yeah,
they’ve got me as a drunk, a womanizer and a general-
manager killer.”

Nolan has denied those charges, as well as suggestions
that he has pointed to his Native-American heritage as a
possible reason for his lack of work. “I’ve never once said
it was racism,” Nolan insisted yesterday. “One thing I try
to pride myself on is integrity, and some of the comments
made about my integrity have hurt more than anything.”

“This is an opportunity I was unsure I’d ever receive
again. For that reason, I’m more charged up about this
challenge than any in my life,” Nolan added. “Neil wants
to prove he deserves to be in this league and I want to
prove I can coach in this league. . . . And that makes us a
good fit.”

Nolan said he expects the Isles to play an up-tempo
style along the lines of the system employed by Peter Lavi-
olette, who beat him out for the Isles job in 2001, before
getting fired and eventually taking Carolina to this year’s
Cup finals.

“I wouldn’t know how to coach the trap,” Nolan said. “I
love high-tempo, high-attack, I like entertainment. Ball-
room dancing is a contact sport, but hockey is a collision
sport. I like a lot of collisions on the ice, and a lot of enthu-
siasm.”

Smith, Nolan thank Isles

LEE WEISSMAN

Mike Milbury (l.) welcomes successor Neil Smith.
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